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a dean record of service
Spanning 48 years

l)I'. John Mitala died of an
undisclosed illness 4 the
entrance of Masaka Hospital
1ast Friday aged 74. At the time
of his death, he was a senior
prc;idenlinl advisor on public
service matters,

On Christmas day, President
Yoweri Museveni directed that
Mitala be accorded an official
burial today in Kamwokya,
Kalungu district.

An official burial means that
the Government will cover all
expenses and accord a gun
salute 1o the country’s longest-
serving head of public service
and secretary to Cabinet.

Mitala, who served as head
of public service and secretary
to Cabinet for 19 years, joined
civil service in May 1973 as an
industrial relations officer at
the then ministry of labour and
social welfare.

He later served as deputy
head of the Public Service
Commission, the Judicial
Service  Commission  and
deputy head of public service
and secretary for administration
from 1998 to 2002, when he
was appointed as the head of
the public service and secretary
to Cabinet.

“Mitala will be deeply missed
not only by the presidency,
where he has been serving
as senior presidential advisor
on public service matters, but
also by the region, continent,
and the Commonwealth,
where he notably served
the African Association of
Public  Administration  and
Management (AAPAM),”
Ofwono Opondo, the
Government  spokesperson,
said.

AAPAM was established in
1961 to lay strategies for the
Africanisation of the civil service
asmost African countries gained
independence. Its membership
includes African governments,
private sector, civil society,
international  organisations,
practitioners, academicians and
young professionals.

MEETING MUSEVEN!

The Office of the President
said in a brief statement that
Museveni met Mitala while at
the University of Dar-es-Salaam
in Tanzania in 1970, where
a student relationship was
created.

“Later, afier the National
Resistance  Army  captured
power in 1986, the mother of
Dr Mitala, who died in 2019,

OBITUARY. JOHN MITALA LEAVES ST

Mitala attended Kako Boys’ Primary School from
where he completed Primary Six. He later joif
Junior Secondary School. In 1964, he joined |
Secondary School, where he served as school

For his A'level, Mitala went to Sir Samuel Bak
Secondary School. He later joined the Universij
Salaam in Tanzania for a bachelor of arts in laj
management and administration and gradual

in1973.

In 1979, Mitala obtained a diploma in
training methodology at Turin International
Centre, Italy. In 1995, he joined Makerere
University, where he graduated in
1997 with a master’s degree in public
administration and management. In
December 2016, Mitala obtained a
doctorate of philosophy (honoris

causa) from Gulu University.

became the first chairperson of
the women council of Bukulula
sub-county, currently Kalungu
district,” he said.

Mitala's  family remained
supporters  of the ruling
National Resistance Movement
to date.

“He grew through the ranks
up to the level of head of
public service and secretary
to Cabinet. Even when he was
appointed a senior presidential
advisor on public service
matters, Mitala continued to
advise the President till his
death,” the statement said.

“There is no doubt that the
President has lost a close cadre.”

GOT TO OFFICE EARLY
Dr Patrick. Ibembe, the former
special presidential - assistant,
said he had a working
relationship ~ with  Mitala
spanning 21 years.

“From May 2003 to June 2011,
our offices were opposite each
other. Since we both had a
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abbanja said she was
:‘nddnnvd by the loss
of Mitala, whom she
eulogised as a greal
public servant and very
ble man.
mslrr?e also said Mitala was
an articulate, patriotie
and remarkable time
manager. .
Agriculture minister, e
Frank Tumwebaze said
Mitala was a great
fountain of knowledge
about public institut onal
building and systems.
“My first time to serve -
in Cabinet as
Minister for the
Presidency,
Mitala was one
%, of the senior
¥ government
- officials that
inducted me," he
4, said.
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such as Ben Kigenyi, Aggrey
Wuni and Godfrey Kaima.
Mitala’s technical presentation
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account of a virtue and
straightforwardness,” he said,
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Samuel Baligidde, a former
diplomat, recalled the day
he and the late ambassador
Stephen Nabeta visited Mitala
as head of public service to
get his views on a project for
compilation of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs’ protocol
manual.

“His office was full of files;
even the office sofa sets. The
enormity of his workload and
hard work became obvious, yet
with humility he gave us his
input,” he wrote on his Twitter
handle.




